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SB 154 
RELATING TO FIREWORKS.  

 

Chairs Nishihara and Wakai, Vice Chairs Wakai and Taniguchi, and members of 
the Committee.   

 
The Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism (DBEDT) 

supports SB154 which authorizes the use of fireworks for film and theatrical productions 
and for testing, disposal, and destruction of illegal or unwanted fireworks by law 
enforcement.   

 
This bill would allow film productions to use consumer fireworks, aerial devices, 

display fireworks or articles pyrotechnics during a special effects scene in a safe and 
monitored environment by allowing film productions an exemption to the General 
Prohibitions in §132D-5. 

 
The film industry often utilizes pyrotechnics as part of special effects and stunts.  

When Legendary Entertainment filmed Godzilla vs. Kong and Universal Pictures 
produced Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom in Hawaii - pyrotechnics was an essential 
part of the making of both films.  The ongoing TV Series Hawaii 5-0 and Magnum P.I. 
often use pyrotechnics – creating an exciting array of action packed story telling.  These 
and other productions do these operations precisely and carefully to ensure the safety 
of the public, crew and cast. 

 
We respectfully ask for a change on p. 2, line 9: 

“film movie, television or theatrical production for which for which a valid 
permit…” 
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“Movie” and “television production” are already defined in §132D-2 and this change 
would keep the language consistent.   
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to testify.   
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HAWAI‘IFIREDEPARTMENT
25AupuniStreet  Suite2501  Hilo, Hawai‘i96720

808) 932-2900  Fax (808) 932-2928

February5, 2019

TheHonorableClarenceNishihara, Chair
CommitteeonPublicSafety, Intergovernmental,   

andMilitaryAffairs
TheStateSenate
StateCapitol, Room414
Honolulu, Hawai‘i96813

DearChairNishihara:  

Subject:  S.B. 154, RELATINGTOFIREWORKS
HearingDate: Wednesday, February6, 2019
Time/PlaceofHearing: 2:45p.m., ConferenceRoom414

IamDarrenJ. Rosario, MemberoftheHawai‘iStateFireCouncil (SFC) andFireChiefofthe
Hawai‘iFireDepartmentoftheCountyofHawai‘i (HCFD).  TheSFCandtheHCFDsupportsSB
154, whichproposestoaddtwoexceptionstothecurrentstatutethatwouldallowfireworkstobe
usedinmovieortheatricalproductionsandauthorizelawenforcementagenciestotest, dispose, or
destroyconfiscatedfireworkswithapermit.  

Theprotectionoflifeandpropertyisafiredepartment’sprimaryrole.  Theuseoffireworks, when
handledimproperly, exposesthepublictopotentiallyhazardousconditions.  Theabilityforthefire
departmenttomonitorandregulatehazardousactivitiesinvolvingfireworkswillgreatlyimprovethe
safetyofourgeneralpublic.  Thefiredepartmentcanachievethisbyrequiringthemovieandtheatrical
productionindustrytoobtainafireworkspermit.  

Furthermore, inordertobemoreefficientintheeliminationoffireworksdangertothegeneralpublicwe
supporttheprovidingofanexceptiontothefireworkspermitrequirementforlawenforcementagencies
totest, dispose, ordestroyconfiscatedfireworks.   

TheSFCandtheHCFDurgesyourcommittee’ssupportonthepassageofSB154.  

Pleasedonothesitatetocallmeat932-2901ordarren.rosario@hawaiicounty.govshouldyouhaveany
questions.  ThankyoufortheopportunitytoprovidetestimonyinsupportofSB154.  

Respectfully,  

DARRENJ. ROSARIO
FireChief

Hawai’iCountyisanEqualOpportunityProviderandEmployer.  
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February 4, 2019

The Honorable Clarence Nishihara, Chair
Committee on Public Safety, Intergovernmental,

and Military Affairs
The State Senate
State Capitol, Room 219
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Nishihara:

Subject: Senate Bill (SB) 154 Relating to Fireworks

I am Manuel P. Neves, Chair of the Hawaii State Fire Council (SFC) and Fire
Chief of the Honolulu Fire Department (HFD). The SFC and the HFD support
SB 154, which proposes to add two exceptions to the current statute that
would allow fireworks to be used in movie or theatrical productions and
authorize law enforcement agencies to test, dispose, or destroy confiscated
fireworks with a permit.

Public safety and property protection are primary goals for county fire departments‘
fireworks permit approval process. Requiring the movie and theatrical production
industry to obtain a fireworks permit would improve the capability for county fire
departments to monitor and regulate potentially hazardous activities involving fireworks.

Providing an exception to the fireworks permit requirement for law enforcement
agencies to test, dispose, or destroy confiscated fireworks should streamline the
procedure for law enforcement to eliminate potentially hazardous fireworks from the
community.

The SFC and the HFD urge your committee's support on the passage of SB 154.

Equal Opportunity EmployerlProgram
Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.

TDDITTY Dial 711 then ask for (808) 586-8866.
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Should you have questions, please contact SFC Administrative Specialist Lloyd Rogers
at 723-7176 or lrogers@honolulu.gov.

Sincerely, P

MANUEL P. NEVES
Chair

MPN/LR:clc

Equal Opportunity EmployerlProgram
Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.

TDDII IY Dial 711 then ask for (808) 586-8866.
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PHONE: (808) 270-7561
FAX: (808) 270-7919

February 5, 2019

The Honorable Clarence Nishihara, Chair
Committee on Public Safety, Intergovemmental,

and Military Affairs
The State Senate
State Capitol, Room 219
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Nishihara:

Subject: Senate Bill (SB) I54 Relating to Fireworks

I am David C. Thyne, member of the Hawaii State Fire Council (SFC) and Fire Chiefof the Maui
Fire Department (MFD). The SFC and the MFD support SB 154, which proposes to add two
exceptions to the current statute that would allow fireworks to be used in movie or theatrical
productions and authorize law enforcement agencies to test, dispose, or destroy confiscated
fireworks with a permit.

Public safety and property protection are primary goals for county fire departments’ fireworks
permit approval process. Requiring the movie and theatrical production industry to obtain a
fireworks permit would improve the capability for county fire departments to monitor and regulate
potentially hazardous activities involving fireworks.

Providing an exception to the fireworks pennit requirement for law enforcement agencies to test,
dispose, or destroy confiscated fireworks should streamline the procedure for law enforcement to
eliminate potentially hazardous fireworks from the community.

The SFC and the MFD urge your committee’s support on the passage of SB I54.
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Should you have questions, please contact SFC Administrative Specialist Lloyd Rogers at (808)
723-7176 or lr0gers@honolulu.gov.

Sincerely,

 CéZ i

DAVID C. THYNE
Fire Chief

DCTfLR:clc
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February 6, 2019

The Honorable Clarence K. Nishihara, Chair
and Members

Committee on Public Safety, Intergovernmental,
and Military Affairs

The Honorable Glenn Wakai, Chair
and Members

Committee on Energy, Economic Development,
and Tourism

State Senate
Hawaii State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street, Room 414
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chairs Nishihara and Wakai and Members:

SUBJECT: Senate Bill No. 154, Relating to Fireworks

I am Major Darren Chun of District 8 (Ewa/Kapolei/\Naianae) of the Honolulu
Police Department (HPD), City and County of Honolulu.

The HPD supports House Bill No. 154, Relating to Fireworks. This proposed bill
creates a statewide restriction of consumer fireworks with the exception of special
events to be inclusive of a film or theatrical production for which a valid permit has been
obtained.

A concern the HPD has is regarding the disposal of “unwanted" fireworks. The
storage and disposal of fireworks, which are categorized as explosives, are extremely
dangerous and needs to be done under strict protocols. The disposal of fireworks is a
time consuming and costly event as it is considered hazardous material once it has
been labeled for destruction and needs to be disposed of under strict Environmental
Protection Agency protocols by trained technicians or licensed vendors.

Serving and Protcrting Wit/1/110/m



The Honorable Clarence K. Nishihara, Chair
and Members

The Honorable Glenn Wakai, Chair
and Members

February 6, 2019
Page 2

Currently, the HPD does not have any additional space or containers to properly
and safely store any “unwanted” fireworks. The disposal of "unwanted" fireworks should
be the responsibility of the entity to which the permit was issued to, or the City would
need to contract a licensed vendor to accept, store, and then properly dispose of the
"unwanted" fireworks.

The HPD respectfully supports Senate Bill No. 154, Relating to Fireworks.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

0‘ ” ‘Z5
if Darren Chun, Major

' District 8
APPROVED:

ywt/ 6&4
Susan Ballard
Chief of Police
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